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INTRODUCTION. 


WELL regulated family, 
trained up in the paths of vir- 
tue, and deeply impreſſed with the 
fine feelings of humanity, may not 
improperly be preſented to the rea- 
der under the pleaſing form of a Bou- 
quet ; which, though confined with- 
in the narrow bounds of the ſplendid 
fillet, yet diffuſes its ſweets around 
to a great diſtance, and, while it 
pleaſes the eye, gratifies the ſenſes. 


In the following little eflay, the 
ſtrength of parenfal affection glows 
upon the mind of the amiable Mari- 
ana; and the tenderneſs and ſenſibi- 

= lity 
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lity of our youthful adventurers in 
the paths of virtue, will, I hope, 


raiſe in my young readers an emula- 
tion to follow ſuch examples. 


Miſs Mariana Myrtle, a ſprightly 
child of twelve years old, becomes the 
pupil of Mrs. Hyacinth, a daughter of 
Affliction, and brings with her five 
other flowers, to add beauty and fra- 
grance to her rich BovqueT. This 
BovqQuerT is formed from characters 
in real life, innocently diſguiſed un- 
der feigned names (to avoid giving 
offence) yet to furniſh out inſtructive 
leſſons for the benefit of youth ;—the 
authoreſs, therefore, who has a nu- 
merous family, through misfortunes, 
unprovided for, takes this method 
of paſſing away her tedious hours, 
and at the ſame time endeavours, by 


this 


WS} 

this publication, to contribute te 
their relief. The object, muſt be 
deemed laudable, however deficient 
it may be in point of execution, in 
dealing out inſtruction under the be- 
nevo lent purpoſe of aiming to aſſiſt 
the wants of others: if then the pub- 
lic encouragenzent bears proportion 
to the innocent defign of the writer, 
it may prove a means of enlightening 
the minds of youth, and an eaſy way 
of making ſome proviſion for thoſe 
whom misfortune, and not prodi- 
gality, have ranked among the indi- 
gent. | 


It may be thought by ſome, that 
the characters of theſe young heroines 
are drawn beyond nature; but let 
ſuch” perſons conſider how ſoon the 
ſtrength of parental affection will ri- 
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pen a well diſpoſed and benevolent 
mind; while the untoward child 
renders itſelf even diſagreeable, by 
the reluctance and aukwardneſs with 
which it receives the gentle ad- 
monitions of a friend, the child, 
who pays an early attention to the 
inſtructions of its parents, improves 
the natural ſweetneſs of its diſpoſi- 
tion, and renders every effort that 
may be made for that purpoſe, both 
practicable and eaſy. 


Tux writer of this little treatiſe 
hopes the hiſtory of the Favorites of 
Flora will give as much pleaſure in 
the reading as ſhe has had in writing 
it, and that it will be attended with 
all the good effects ſhe wiſhes; in ſuch 


caſe, her trouble will be amply re- 
all 


1 
warded; and the pleaſing hope of 
having added one ſingle grace to her 
little pupils, will give ſincere pleaſure 
to their real friend. 

A. M. 
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Deſcription of the ſeveral little Sprigs 

communicated by the Favorites of 

Flora to form the pretty Bou- 
QUET. 


See youth and beauty here combin'd, 
To pleaſe the eye, and charm the mind; 
This wreath, compos'd of choiceſt flowers 
That decks the gardens, fields, and bowers; 
My myrtle firſt, I place in view, 

I then preſent my bells of blue ; 

Array'd, comes next, in pureſt white, 

My lovely /i/y, charming fight ; 

Here /aveet-peas bloom, and pinks adorn, 
And there a r2/e without a thorn: 

To make this garland quite complete 
ITU ewine it round with 7e/ mine ſweet. 


— — ——ͤ̃ —⸗ꝛĩx A, 


Lv 
DEDICATION 
| TO 


MISS — H#**** 


— — 


MY DEAR, 


] PLEASE myſelf with the 
thought that you will look upon my 
addreſſing this little book to you, as 
a token of my love. 


A BovqueT is not an unpleaſant 
preſent ; accept one then from me. 


You have not far to look for the 
fair flowers, with which I am fo 
pleaſed. | 
May | 


[ viii! 

May your days be crowned with 
happineſs whilſt you live in this 
world; may your path be ſtrew- 
ed with roſes; may your mind retain | 
its native ſweetneſs, and vou hereafter | 
ſhine in that bleſſed abode which | 
is the reward of the virtuous, is the | 
very ardent prayer, my dear, of your 


Truly affectionate 
Friend, 
A. M. 


— 


THE 


))„FFFFF TTT 


OP 


FLORA, &c. 


EVER was there a pleaſanter 
ſet of little friends than in the 
neighbourhood of Floradale ; a ſmall 

[ 


town about twenty miles from Lon- 
don. 


That my young readers may be 
perfectly acquainted with this charm- 
ing party, I ſhall undertake to de- 
ſcribe theit perſons, their manners, 
and their education, with the uſual 
way of paſling their time; I will 
not preſume to ſay they are without 

any 
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any faults, no, that is not to be expect- 
ed; but, on the other hand, I think 
them as perfect as moſt of their age. 
I ſhall begin with Miſs Mariana 
Myrtle, whoſe form was at once 
pleaſing and engaging. —She was ra- 
ther tall of her age, which did not 
exceed twelve years, her complexion 
fair, with blue eyes, and, above all, 
a pleaſing ſmile graced her cheeks, 
except, when her ſweet ſenſibilty was 
moved to pity diſtreſs. 


Louiſa Lily was her next door 
neighbour, her complexion and her 
mind exactly anſwered to her name; 
her nut-brown hair, and haze! eyes 

cauſed her to be admited ; but her 
good qualities made her ſtill more 
regarded ; and her mind was ſpotleſs 
as the lily leaf. 


Not 
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Not very diſtant from theſe little 
girls lived Bech Blue Bell, and Sally 
Sweet-Pea.—The former was a cheer- 
ful laſs, with floe-black eyes, hair of 
the darkeſt brown, which blowed, 
without art, in natural curls on her 
| ſhoulders. Her couſin Sa/ly's diſpoſi- 
tion was likewiſe pictured in her face; 
for ſhe was perfectly pleaſing in her 
perſon, and ſtill more ſo in her tem- 
per; in which ſhe exceeded Miſs 
Blue Bell, who was rather 799 haſty. 


There was at the end of the ſtreet, 
another little girl whoſe name was 
. Priſcilla Pink, a nice clever child, 
whoſe mother was much eſteemed in 
the family of Mr. Fefamine, a wor- 
thy gentleman who lived at a hand- 
ſome houſe about a quarter of a mile 


diſtant ; he had one only daughter. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Jemima FJeſſamine, was the 
true pattern of innocence and ſweet- 
neſs; the modeſt bluſh diffuſed a 
charm beyond the power of the ableſt 
painter to imitate. 


Miſs Pixk paſſed many hours with 
her, and was herſelf a very amiable 
girl; who, from a natural ſprightli- 
neſs in her face, and an unaffected 
ſmile in her countenance, engaged the 
attention of all that ſaw her. 


The parents and friends of theſe 
little girls, were prevented from their 
firſt deſign of ſending their children 
to a boarding ſchool by the follow- 
ing em ante: 


Mrs. Hyacmth a middle aged gen- 
tlewoman being unhappily reduced 


by 
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by the imprudence of an only ſon, 
became the object of general con- 
cern in the village; and as contraſts 
in hiſtory are of excellent uſe, 
the introduction of an immoral and 
licentious character, when placed 
in view of a good one, gives vice its 
deepeſt colouring. The novice in 
fin ſtarts at the deformity of it, and 
even the veteran feels the force of 
virtue, and wiſhes to become alto- 
gether virtuous: with this view, the 
writer of this well intended little 


book is induced to add the follow- 
ing charatter. 


Young Hyacmth had a good ſhare 
of common ſenſe and ſome learn- 
ing. He was the ſon of a reputable 
haberdaſher; had lived to fee the 
folly and diſgrace of a bad charac- 

I C 2 
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ter. His future hopes reſted on 
an only ſon, who for awhile ſeem- 
ed likely to anſwer his expectations. 
Convinced of the impropriety of 
leaving a young man at eaſe with- 
out ſome employment, he con- 
ſulted with his friends what branch 
of buſineſs would be beſt to fix him 
in to give his mind an early turn to 
induſtry and economy. Various 
were the opinions of his friends, 
at laſt they perſuaded him to put 
him out to a pawn-broker, as a bu- 
ſineſs of great profit, not conſider- 
ing that the many ſcenes of diſtreſs 
he muſt be daily converſant with, 
muſt ſteel his boſom againſt thoſe 
tender feelings of humanity, which 
are the beſt ſecurity againſt irregu- 
larities of every kind. In order to 
gain 
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gain buſineſs, he naturally fell into 
the moſt irregular company; and 
his maſter had one apprentice, whole 
extravagant turn of mind led him 
into a variety of exceſſes, and of 
courſe into many wants. The ſtore 
rooms of his maſter at length be- 
came his common reſource to ſup- 
port the great expence of his plea- 


{ure. 


His extenſive genius led him into 
every kind of exceſs; gaming, ſwear- 
ing, drunkenneſs, and debauchery, 
ſoon rendered him deſperate, and 
ſhook his conſtitution. Such was 
the daily companion of this unfor- 
tunate youth; and as he had a lively 
imagination and the arts of perſua- 
ſion, he inſenſibly drew- in young 

C 2 Myacintb 
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Hyacinth to become a partner with 


him in his ſeenes of feſtivity, as he 
called them. 


For a while Hyacinth withſtood 
his wiles---but at length fell a vic- 
tim to the follies of his companion. 
They two ſo managed matters as 
to carry on this train of wicked- 
neſs undiſcovered. But however 
artful or hypocritical the young 
profligate might be, ſooner or later 
his fraud is detected, and he is in- 
ſenſibly led to ruſh on deſtruc- 
tion. For awhile he eſcaped the 
notice of his maſter; but his compa- 
nion's character was too well known 
to be any longer undiſcovered: 
therefore the whole weight of their 
future projects reſted on the cun- 
ning and perſeverance of young 
Hyacintb. 
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Hyacinth, One luckleſs night, hav- 
ing been together revelling and 
gambling, and both forward in li- 
quor, the former loſt a very great 
ſum of money, and was threatened, 
if he did not immediately pay it, or 
give ſufficient ſecurity for the pay- 
ment of 1t. 


In this diſtreſs he preſſed his 
friend Hyacinth to point out for him 
ſome means of relief. The unhap- 
py youth, whoſe mind was harraſl- 
ed by the diſtreſſes of his beloved 
companion, thought of various ex- 
pedients, but none of them would 
: ſtand the teſt of common pru- 
| _ dence. | 


At length a thought ftruck him. 
„My friend (he exclaimed), I have 
C3 found 


1 


this alone can never fave me from 
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found out, I hope, the means to ſave 
you. In ſuch a ftore-room, little 
frequented, our maſter has a large 
ſervice of plate in pawn, which be- 
longs to a great man, and which 1s 
never called for, but on a chance 
time, on account of the great ex- 
pence of its loan for a day, to keep 
up the dignity of his family, when 
he has any great viſitants. This 
we may remove in the dead of the 
night. Filch gave him his hand 
in rapture. * My friend I thank you 
for this benevolent ſcheme; but 


immediate ruin, we muſt go farther 
yet. Leave it to me (replied Hya- 


cmth) depend upon it I will extri- 
cate you out of this deep diſtreſs, or 


| periſh in the attempt. Upon this 


deſperate 
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deſperate aſſurance, Fi/ch left him 
in tolerable ſpirits. 


The luckleſs youth immediately 
entered upon the following ſcheme: 
his maſter having extenſive dealings 
with a brother pawn-broker, and 
very large drafts being made upon 
their bankers to keep up the credit 
of their trade, he forged a draught 
for a ſmall ſum upon one of them. 
For awhile it paſſed unnoticed, 
till encouraged by ſuch ſucceſs, 
he ventured upon a very large. 
draught, which at once brought on 
a diſcovery. 


The time was now come for juſ- 
tice to take place. He was tried 
and ſentenced for tranſportation, to 

the 


1 


20 THE FAVORITES 


the great grief of his parents and his 
own perpetual diſgrace. | 


Here we ſhall leave him a monu- 
ment of ſhame, the inevitable conſe- 
quence ſooner or later of a life of dif- 
ſipation and riot. | 


Let this unhappy caſe warn my 


young readers carefully to guard a- 


gainſt the firſt overtures to vice, to 
avoid bad company, and to attend to 
the early advice and dictates of thoſe 
experienced parents, and true friends, 
who painfully attend to the firſt emo- 
tions of youth, in order to lead them 
into the paths of peace, and ſecure 
their future happineſs, by teaching 
them to remember their Creator in 
the days of their youth, and by fo 
doing, to ſecure to them that peace 
that 
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that none but the virtuous know; that 
when the infirmities of old age draw 
on, no horrors of a guilty conſcience 
might imbitter their latter end. 


This digreſſion the reader, it is 
hoped, will excuſe, as little minds are 
too apt to be milled by a conſtant 
courſe of ſucceſs, and therefore the 
glaſs of reflection ſhould be held out 
to them to guard them againſt the fol- 
lies of youth; —having ſuggeſted this, 
I return to the ſubject of my ſtory. 


Upon the death of her huſband, 
Mrs. Hyacinth retired to Floradale, 
taking a ſmall houſe in the centre of 
the village, and ſhe ever acquitted 
herſelf in ſuch a manner, as to gain 
the approbation and eſteem of the 
genteel families around her, who 


made 
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made her many preſents very ſervice- 
able in her ſituation. She frequently 
dined with one or other of thoſe fa- 
milies on a Sunday ; in one of her vi- 
fits we will attend her to Mr. Myr- 
tle's, and take the opportunity of a- 
muſing the feader with ſome diſcrip- 
tion of his very pleaſant garden- 
grounds, part of which were laid out 
in the following manner ;—a pretty 
little meadow was incloſed by a gra- 
vel walk, bordered by flowering ſhrubs, 
at the entrance of which was a ſmall 
wicket, and at a little diſtance, an al- 
cove; near the foot of which, ſome 
beautiful gold and filver fiſh played in 
a fountain of water. At the bottom 
of a ſpreading oak, a flight of ſteps in · 
vited the ambitious to aſcend the wheel 
of fortune, it being fixed under the 
feet of thoſe, who ſeated themſelves 


in 


— - 
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ina kind of a bower ; formed by the 
branches over-head, an arbour, lined 
with willows, at the end of the walk, 
had a pleaſing effect, and was termi- 
nated by an hermitage. It was in one 
of theſe agreeable viſits, that a ſcheme 
was formed for Mrs. Hyacinth, to un- 
dertake a little ſchool, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Myrtle, not only promiſed her 
Miſs Mariana for a ſcholar, but ven- 
tured to engage that all their friends 
within a walk of her houſe would do 
the fame. This was perfectly pleaſ- 
ing to her, ſhe returned home delight- 
ed with the propoſal ; the next morn- 
ing Mr. Myrtle, and his lady went 
to ſolicit the favor of the families we 
have before mentioned ; who all rea- 
dily joined in the requeſt ; and the 
week following, Mrs. Hyacinth found 
herſelf tutoreſs to our ſix little neigh- 
| bours. 
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bours. Some ſhort time after the 
the ſchool was eſtabliſhed, as they 
were returning home one evening, 
they paſſed a ſmall houſe, the door of 
which ſtanding open, they obſerved a 
poor woman fitting in a melancholly 
poſture; compaſſion for the ſeeming 
diſtreſs ſhe was in, induced them to 
enquire the reaſon of her forrow ; up- 
on their entering the houſe, Dame 
Want, (for that was her name) raiſ- 
ed her head, which before reſted on 
her hand. Near her ſtood a ſmall 
table, on which laid a pillow, where 
the wretched woman fought a ſhort 
relief, by hiding her weeping eyes. 
The only furniture in the room, (ex- 
cept the chair, on which the ſat,) 
was an old wooden box, upon which 
ſhe, in a faint voice, defired Mariana 


to ſeat herſelf, as that young lady had 
upon 
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upon entering the houſe, aſked in 
gentle terms, the cauſe of her great 
grief. Ah! Miſs (replied Dame 
Want,) you aſtoniſh me by your 
goodneſs; ſo young as you are, how 
ſeldom is it, that a poor creature like 
myſelf can gain a hearing from per- 
ſons of your fortune Indeed, good 
woman, (ſhe returned) both my dear 
companions and myſelf, have been 
taught to rejoice with them that re- 
joice, and to weep with them weep. 
Our friends are never ſo well pleaſed, 
as when we have it in our power, to 
ſpeak a word of comfort to the af- 
flited ; and if you will tell us your 
ſtory, we will make our parents ac- 
quainted with it ; they will no doubt 
aſſiſt you, if they find you deſerving. 
The ſweet manner, in which A- 


D riana 
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riana uttered this ſpeech, was ſuch a 
cordial to the poor woman, that ſhe 
raiſed up her eyes and hands 1 in rap- 
ture; and thus began ;— 


My dear young ladies, I once 
knew better days. My father was an 
exciſeman, and gave me as good an 
education as one in his circumſtances 
could afford: I had the misfortune 
to loſe him, and my mother, when I 
was thirteen years old; I had two 
ſiſters, one of whom ſettled very well 
in life, the other went as houſe- 
keeper in a gentleman's family. —I 
was put into a millener's ſhop, by a 


friend; when, juſt as I thought my- 


elf ſettled, a fire conſumed my miſ- 
'trefs's houſe and goods, and I was 
— ee wii I could. 

I 
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I thought, if I returned to my na- 
tive place, the kindneſs and good 
neighbourhood I had tormerly known, 
would induce ſome, for the fake of my 
dear father (who had been well re- 
ſpeed) to ſhew kindneſs to me; and 
as I was a good needle woman I pro- 
poſed keeping a day ſchool, in which 
I ſucceeded fo well, that I lived very 
decently for ſome time. But being 
ſeized with an illneſs which laſted 
ſome time I loſt my ſcholars, and be- 
came more diſtreſſed than ever. As 
* ſoon as I recovered, I determined to 
undertake a journey to my eldeſt ſiſ- 
ter, who lived at a great diſtance ;— 
1 therefore packed up a ſmall bundle 
of clothes and ſet off. My youngeſt 
ſiſter having, at my firſt keeping 
houſe, given me a bed, I begged my; 
next neighbour to take care of it, till 
. D 2 my 


ee re OR 


— — HMH 


28 THE FAVORITES 


my return. I ſlept at her houſe the 
night before ny departure, and left 
the village at break of day with only 
five ſhillings in my pocket, which I 
had ſaved up from a little ſewing 
work. As I went in a waggon the 
coolneſs of the morning affected me, 
being fo lately recovered from my ill- 
neſs ; I therefore deſired to ſtop at a 
ſmall houſe on the road, which was 
on account of my having entirely for- 
gotten my bundle of clothes ; and 


unable to walk back for it, I was 


obliged to give a man ſixpence to fetch 
it, and wait till his return; fo that 
my breakfaſt was a farther expence— 


Whilſt I was fitting by the fire, a 
woman whom | knew, came in, and 
| finding I was going the fame road, 
| propoſed we ſhould walk flowly on 
to the next village together. After 


about 


hs the. tn. i. tne, 
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about half an hour's walk, her huſband 
overtook us, and as their buſineſs re- 
quired more haſte than mine, they 
went forward and left me to purſue 
my journey alone. I ſoon grew faint; 
and as the heat of the day came on, 
I fat down under a ſhady tree, and 
thought death would ſoon ſet me free 
from ſorrow and pain. Bnt not long 
after, a good-natured farmer paſſing 
by, and ſeeing my diſtreis, oſtered (if 
I could ſet his horſe and was able to 
bear the fatigue) to carry me behind 
him to the next town, where he was 
going with ſome of his cattle to fell. 
The flow pace he was forced to go in- 
duced me to try, and in the evening I 
got to my journey's end; and after a 
thouſand difficulties and difappoint- 
ments I reached my fiſter's habitation, 
with only ſixpence of my money left. 

D 3 But 
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But how ſhall I deſcribe my feelings 
at her reception of me? I was an un- 


welcome gueſt to the neareſt relation 


I had. She wondered how I could 


think of troubling her ; but as I was 
come, I might ſtay the winter quar- 
ter. I felt the coolneſs of her beha- 
viour with the ſtrongeſt force—but it 
is not for poverty to ſeek relief from 
pride. I therefore ſtifled my reſent- 
ment, as much as I could, and paſſed 
my time (from the kindneſs of my 
brother-in-law) with much more 
comfort than I expected. 


As the Spring advanced I prepared 
to return to my miſerable home. My 
ſiſter's behaviour, therefore, I endea- 
voured not to take notice of, fearing 
to remind her of my poverty, leſt it 
ſhould hurt her. On my departure, 

| ſhe 
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ſhe made me ſome preſents, deſiring 
me, by no means, to repeat my viſit; 
but that once a year, ſhe would re- 
member me. I ſet off with a heavy 
heart—but, how ſhall I find words to 
relate, that, upon my arrival, I found 
my cottage ſtripped, and my furni- 
ture all fold to pay my rent: my 
neighbours having bought different 
parts of my goods. As I had brought 
with me ſome money, I redeemed part 
of them again ; but I ſoon found, that 
even then I could not live without 
friends. I have by degrees fold my 
furniture again, and have grieved my- 
ſelf into the ſtate you now ſee me.” 


The tear of pity, dropped from the 
eyes of the pretty hearers, and they 
haſtened home to relate a tale that 
had affected them fo deeply. Not 


finding 


32 THE FAVORITES 


finding it a proper time to communi- 
cate it juſt then, (there being a large 
party of company in the drawing 
room) they conſulted together, what 
could be done for the poor woman's 
immediate aſſiſtance; at length they 
concluded they would apply to Mrs. 
Woodbine, the houſe-keeper, who ſent 
very readily ſomething comfortable to 
recover her ſtrength. 


The next morning, at breakfaſt, 
Mariana, in the prettieſt manner, re- 
hted, how her little companions and 
herfelf had paſſed their afternoon's 
walk the day before. She met with 
ſuch ſucceſs in telling the ſtory, that 
a ſcheme was ſet on foot to ſerve her 
in a permanent manner, which was as 
follows. As ſoon as Dame Want 
had recovered her health, each of the 


young 
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young ladies was to ſend a poor wo- 
man's child as a ſpinning- ſcholar; 
and it being a holiday, Mr. and Mrs. 
Myrtle ſent invitations to their neigh- 
bours, requeſting their companies in 
the afternoon, when the particulars 
were again related of the poor woman's 
diſtreſs. The parents of each child, 
felt themſelves charmed at the pathe- 
tic ſtep their little girls had taken, 
and the earneſt deſire they all expreſſ-. 
ed to aſſiſt their poor neighbour. All 
agreed to the propoſal Mr. Myrtle 
had made, and Mrs. Woodbine (who 
was a very good fort of woman) was 
defired to attend the children in a- 
walk, in ſearch of ſix little girls for 
the above purpoſe. They at firſt 
came to the houſe of John Day, 
whoſe wife was a tidy cleanly dame, 
and finding her very deſirous to have 
her 
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her little girl under fo kind a miſtreſs, 
Dolly Daiſcy was fixed upon for one 
of the ſpinners, and was to be called 
Mariana's little girl. Her father was 
a poor, but a well difpoſed threſher, 
who, having a large family depend- 
ent on his induſtry alone, and ſpin- 
ning at that time, being an unprofita- 
ble employment, found it ſome 
difficulty to provide for them common 
neceſſaries of life; therefore readily 
acquieſced with the propoſal which 
providence had placed before him. 
Such a commendable inſtance of ſelf- 
denial and reſignation, could not eſ- 
cape the notice of the amiable Maria- 
na, nor the deep penetration of Mr. 
and Mrs. Myrtle. 


The next houſe they entered was 
Richard Lufin's; he could raiſe no 
higher 
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higher than to have for his family 
arms a long pole, and ſhave for a pen- 
ny; yet, was glad to accept of this 
charity, through the tender regard, 
and ſtrength of affection he ſhewed 
for the welfare of his family, which 


were very large. 


Content of mind was the only or- 
nament he had to boaſt of. His 
morals were ſtrictly good, and wor- 
thy of imitation ; ſuch was his deep 


ſenſe of religion that he made it a 


practice never to touch a razor on a 
Sunday, becauſe, he uſed to ſay, by fo 
doing, it harboured idle people in his 
ſhop the whole morning, which pre- 
vented not only himſelf, but them alſo 
from attending to the duty of the day. 
His general civility gained him friends 


and 


* — 


—— 
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and his modeſty difarmed his enemies 
of cenſure and reproach. 


His family, deeply ſympathized 
with him, and adopted his good qua- 
lifications; and therefore, no won- 
der his daughter, Lucy Luprn, was 
the favourite of Miſs Jeſſamine. 


Miſs Blue-bel/'s choice came next; 
the party entered the houſe of a poor 
man who was at work upon his ſhop- 
board, and who lived in a reputable 
manner, for one in his ſtation of life; 
though he at laſt roſe to the dignity 
of making the ſquires' ſecond-beſt 
ſuit, and furniſhed the younger part of 
his family, and the ſervants, with 
their beſt. Mary Primroſe, his wite, 
being well verſed in the uſe of the 

needle, was able greatly to aſſiſt him 


in 
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in his buſineſs; but, by misfor- 
tunes attending ſome of their cuſto · 
mers, the benefits which ſhould have 
ariſen from their hard earnings, were 
greatly leſſened, and they, at length, 
found themſelves much reduced; 
their daughter, Patty Primreſe was a 
very promiſing girl, and reoiced 
much that Miſs Blue Bell had fixed 
upon her as her girl. 


Miſs Sweet-Pea, as her turn came 
next, found Tammy Tulip, a neat 
little girl, fitting at her father's 
door, nurſing her youngeſt brother. 
Tammy was a girl though not al- 
together ſo amiable as the reſt, yet 
her modeſty made amends for the 
want of other abilities; ſhe had ra- 
ther a ſmall tincture of pride in her 
diſpoſition, and uſed ſometimes to 

" -W- diſ- 
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diſcover a few 'airs to her com- 
panions, but ſhe had ſenſe enough 
immediately to correct her error; 
to apologize fer her miſbehaviour, 
and to be thankfal for the gentle ad- 
monition of her friends; therefore 
was not without ſome degree of merit. 


She was the only daughter of 
Thomas Tulip, who was a chimney - 
ſweeper. Some people have thought 
that by the frequent elevation of her 
father's perſon to the top of a chim- 
ney, Tammy entertained hopes that 
ſhe ſhould ſometime or other riſe 
to a ſuperior ſtation in life. But 
this opinion ſeemed to originate and 
die away among the old women of 
the pariſh. However as the proper 
behaviour of her father and mother 
had gained them friends, and his 
foible 


foible was overlooked in her, her 
modeſt behaviour in other reſpects 
recommended her to Miſs Sweet- Pea. 


Mifs Pink began her ſearch, ſhe 
fixed her eyes upon Rachel Roje who 
was of a very modeſt turn of mind; 
and carried her name in her counte- 
nance; for the leaſt tendency to im- 
modeſty in any of her companions, 
covered her face with the bluſh of 
her favourite flower, and ſhe! re- 
treated with confuſion from the om 
pany. She was the daughter of one, 
who, in the country phraſe, is called 
a barber ſurgeon, and who, had 
by aſſumed fagacity, arrived to the 
height of bleeding for a penny,” 
as well as brandiſhing the razor for 
the like fee; and having added to 
the ſkill in his profeflion, the abi- 
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lity of ſcraping a few country dances 
upon the fiddle, had made himſelf 
uſeful to the neighbourhood. In ſhort, 
he was a merry and ſociable com- 
panion, and by the appellation of a 
barber ſurgeon was concluded to be 
of a ſuperior order of trimmers; and 
therefore was admitted to keep better 
company than what is uſually kept 
by men of that claſs. 


It was ſuppoſed by many that Rachel 
Roſe, being an only daughter, might 
have had left her by her father what 
would have placed her above the 
common rank. But whether, as a 
pretended man of genius, he had 
launched out into expences, or by ex- 
periments in ſurgery, which it be- 


:omes us not to inquire into, it was 


| diſcovered that he * gained very 


bttle 


OF FLORA, & c. 41 


little by this profeſſion, and all poor 
Rachel's hopes of advancing in lite 
were blaited. Though ſhe was aſ⸗ 
ſured of being above want in her 
preſent ſituation, ſhe heartily rejoiced 
that ſhe was approved of by Miſs 
Pink. 


Miſs Louiſa Lily was ſtruck by 
the pleaſing appearance of Catherme 
Crocus, who though ſhe was the laſt 
of the ſcholars, was not the leaſt 
meritorious: She was tall and well 
made, with a mind as elevated as her 
ſtature; ſhe had a moſt pleaſing 
countenance, and an eaſy manner 
that would have done honor to an 
higher ſtation; her pretty modeſt 
manner and her ſoft and reſpectful 
behaviour, ftrack Miſs Li and her 
E ; young 
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young friends ſo much, that they at 
once declared in her favour; and al- 
though nothing greater than the 
daughter of an humble tinker, yet, 
the was beloved: her father was fo 
much eſtcemed in the country, that 
he no ſooner ſounded on his kettle- 
drum, than his neighbours ran out to 
ſpeak to him; though they had no 
immediate employment for him in 


his buſineſs. 


His wife, notwithſtanding the dir- 
tineſs of his profeſſion, always kept 
him neat and clean in his linen; aud 
though he had ſeveral children, yet, 
they all made a decent appearance. 
He was ambitious to improve their 
minds, and embraced this opportunity 
to improve them in knowledge, 
virtue and true _— To this 


end, 
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end, he always ſet them a good 
example: the duties of religion he 
punctually obſerved himſelf, and the 
ſtricteſt honeſty he recommended to 
his family, by the force of his exam- 
ple as well as his precepts; and never 
declined his heart in any act either 
of liberality or humanity, when he 
could doit without hurting his family. 


Mr. and Mrs. Myrtle greatly ap- 
proved of Louiſa s choice, for a ſhare 
of their benevolence; as they marked 
in this family the proper grounds of 
a better hope, and wiſhed to be in- 
ſtrumental in the means of procuring 
it. 


Of theſe worthy candidates, was 
the little ſpinning ſchool compoſed; 
which raiſed in the minds of others 
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an ambition cf imitating fo bright an 
example; and in a little tinte, Dame 
Want was comfortably provided for. 
She paſſed the remainder of her days 
in pleaſing reflections on the bounty 
of her good friends; and in the moſt 
ardent wiſhes and prayers for the 
welfare of them, and her young 


ſcholars. 


The young ladies had now enough 
to do to prepare their children for the 
time when they were to become the 
pupils of the poor widow. 


It was near the Midſummer holi- 
days, and as they were allowed poc- 
ket-money pretty liberally, they join- 
ed the contents of their purſes to- 


gether, and again intreated the houſe- 


keeper to attend their walks. 
They 
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They told her their intention 


buying a ſuit for each of their girls 
and blue being the colour determined 
on, away they walked to Mr. He- 
neſty's, and purchaſed a whole piece 


of good ſtrong ſtuff. They then 


begged Mrs. Woodbine to aſſiſt them 
in cutting it out; and as it was too 
late for them to do it that even- 
ing, they engaged her to accompany 
them the next afternoon, in the wil- 
low arbour. They did not forget to 
call upon Dame Wart in their walk, 


to whom they gave new life by their 


kindneſs, and by telling her what they 
were permitted to do for her to gain 
a ſubſiſtance. At night the houſe- 
keeper took an opportunity of telling 
her miſtreſs how the plan was form- 
ed; it gave Mrs. Myrtle the greateſt 


pleaſure to find the young folk fo 


well 
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well employed; and ſhe. defired her 
fervant, whilſt they ſo well knew. the 
true uſe of money, to adviſe them 
in la ing it out to the beft advantage 
in clothes for the children: ſhe alſo 
gave her more for the fame purpoſe. 
The next day, the young friends 


began to cut out the gowns. Every 


neceſſary was. provided for the work, 
and, at parting, each took her little 
girl's dreſs to work upon, at their ſe- 
parate houſes, determining. to get 
them as fbrward as they could, as 
they had aprons, caps, and tippets, 
to make alſo: at length, their work 
being completed, their old aſſiſt- 
ant, Mrs. Woodbine, offered to go 
and dreſs the little girls, and, by or- 
der of her miſtreſs, they were to be 
admitted to dinner on tie following 
Sunday. 


We 
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We will now return to Mrs. Hya- 
cintb, who had been upon a viſit, 
during the holidays, to a near relation. 
She brought home with her, a young 
woman, a daughter of her brother, 
captain Violet, who was upon a voyage 
to the Indies; his wife finding herſelf in 
a decline, made it her laſt requeſt that 
Mrs. Hyacintb, as her huſband's fiſter, 
would take her daughter under her 
protection. Miſs Violet was much 
pleaſed with aſſiſting her aunt in the 
care of the young folk. After a ſnort 
time, having written to her father an 
account of the ſituation of life the had 
entered, a few months bgought him to 
England, and taking a trip to ſee his 
ſiſter and daughter, he found! their | 
houſe too ſmall, and hired a larger for 
them; and by application in theneigh- 
bourhood, Mrs. Hyacintb, was, tothe 

| ; entire 
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entire ſatisfaction of all her friends, 
comfortably ſettled in a good boarding 
ſchool. Her brother, at parting, pro- 
miſed to renew his viſit after his next 
voyage. But alaſs! how little ought 
we to ſet our hearts on any earthly 
enjoyment, for the captain was caſt 
away a few days before he expected 
to have reached the wiſhed for ſhore. 
The fatal news almoſt overpowerd his 
ſiſter and daughter; but their affec- 
tion for each other was too ſtrong not 
to endeavour all they could to conſole 
one another. It was the captain's 
intention to have quitted the ſea, and 
joined in making them ſhare his 
riches, which were confiderable, hav- 
ing left his daughter a handſome 
fortune, and ſettled a comfortable 
annuity upon his fiſter by will, 
previous to his departure. By this 

| time, 


* 
's 
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time che former ſcholars with whom 
Mrs. Hyacinth had began her ſchool, 
were become of an age to quit it. Their 
governeſs reſigned it to another per- 
ſon, and ended her days with Miſs 
Violet, who, upon the death of Mr. 
Myrtle,was married to his ſon,a worthy 
young gentleman. The day on which 
they were united he preſented the fol- 
lowing verſes to his Felicia: 


Awake my ſoul, and all my powers; 
In harmony combine; 
To hail the bright, and happy morn * 


That makes Felicra mine. 


Long from retirements holy bower, 
Her partial eve furvey'd, 

My weak endeavours to deferve 
The love of ſuch a maid. 


The world's great pageant, as ſhe ſat, 
Before her paſs'd in fight ; 


: 


She weigh'd it all in reaſon's ſcale, 
And found that all was light. 
F 
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On nobler motives far ſhe fix'd 
Her choice, when choice was free; 
The honour was to virtue meant; 
Altho' conferr'd on me. 


To heav'n her ſteps diretted were; 
She fear'd theſe ſteps might ftray : 

Where ſhall a lamb its ſhepherd find, 
To guide it on its was. 


O may I ne'er, through lite, forget, 
On that auſpicious day, 
A charge how dear, and vaſt, her hand 


Did to my truſt convey. 


It ſeem'd, as if hawks did purſue 
A meek and ſpotleſs dove, 
Who to my breaſt, tor ſhelter flew; 
And claim'd protecting love. 


By thine example, warn'd, I learn, 
All evil to refuſe; _ 

Thy virtuous heav'n- directed aim; 
Inſtructs me how to chuſe. 


Heavy and dull, no more as erſt, 
I muſe on my employ; 

Thou wilt divide the ſtream of griet, 
Reflect the rays of joy. 


— 


— 
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Unweary'd now, the ſacred paths 
Of duty I'll purſue; 

'Tis not my bliſs alone depends, 
It is Felicta's too. 


The reſt of our little friends ſettled 
in life to the ſatisfaction of their 
parents: they ſupported dame unt 
as long as ſhe lived; and each took 
their ſchool girls, when of a proper 
age, for ſervants; who, with grati- 
tude, dutifully performed their parts 
in a faithful diſcharge of their ſervices. 


Having brought my little ſtory 
thus far, I cannot conclude this part 
of it without adviſing my young read- 
ers to follow the example ſet before 
them. Let them think what an a- 
greeable ſubject muſt be pictured in 
their minds, when they fancy they 
behold the worthy Mariana, dropping 
F 2 the 
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the tear of pity over diſtreſs; when 
they think of the delight her friends 
and herſelf felt in beholding the 
number of perſons they made happy 
by their kindneſs and well-timed ge- 
neroſity; but, chiefly, let them re- 
flect on the delightful ſenſations oc- 
caſioned in the breaſts of their indul- 
gent parents, who found their chil- 
dren employed, even in their leiſure 


hours, in doing good. I have added 


ſome of their performances to ſhew 
that the books and pens were not 
forgotten amongſt their amuſementrs ; 
and that they likewiſe ſelected ſuch 
pieces in verſe and proſe as beſt 


pleated them. 


As I was frequently favoured with 

a fight of theſe ſelections, I gained 
their permiſſion to tranſcribe ſuch of 
them 
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them as I thought proper; there is 
one piece in particular, that was writ- 
ten by Miſs Violet (of whoſe company 
they were extremely fond) the ſub- 
ject, ſhe knew, would be pleaſing to 
her father, and ſhe preſented it to 
him on his departure, before his laſt 


fatal voyage. 
AN 
ODE 


TO 


THE SEA. 


Halt, bounteous ocean! from whoſe boſom 


flows 

The genuine cauſe of all our earth beſtows; 

Without thy aid, our land would never yield; 

In vain to tend our ground, or till our field. 

By thy rich ſalts our vegetables thrive, 

By thy refreſhing ſhow'rs are kept alive; 

Fed with rich dainties, and reſtor'd to health, 

And, by thy aid, ſupply'd with foreign wealth. 
F g Various 
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Various thy gifts, our gratitude to raiſe, 

How few thy value, and thy merits, praiſe; 

When boiſt'rous waves thy wat'ry boſom tear, 

The awful ſight muſt fill our hearts with fear. 

When calm, how pleaſing, gently gliding on, 

Like diamonds glitt'ring from the chearing 
fun; 

Then rough, or ſmooth, a wond'rous proſpect 
give 

Whilſt numbers by thy plenteous bounty live. 

Yet, limited thy pow'r, or thou wouldſt be, 

To man a formidable enemy ; 

Would ſoon deſtroy our fruits, our crops and 
grain, 

And render uſeleſs all our toils and pain : 

But there's a voice, thy proudeſt waves can 
ſtay, ; 

Whoſe dread command thou durſt not diſobey. 

With deep ſubmiſhon, to thy Maker ſtand, 

Grow rough, or gently glide at his com- 
mand ; a 

Within his hand become a friend or foe, 

Correct our faults, or bleſs us here below. 


There 


— 
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There were two moſt worthy cha- 
racers in Fleradale, with whom I 
cannot help making my readers ac- 
quainted, as to them our fair friends 
were greatly indebted for their poeti- 
cal writings. Doctor Jonquille, was 
a moſt ſenſible, chearful, and plea- 
fant companion. His peculiar taſte 
was chiefly confined to facred muſic, 
as he had compoſed many excel- 
lent pieces. He was a great promo- 
ter of the muſical parties in which 
he joined with our little performers, 
and frequently gave them invitations 
to his houſe. Viſiting there one Chriſt- 
mas evening, and meeting their old 
friend Mr. Heartſeaſe, they joined the 
young folk in commercial converſa- 
tion. After ſome little time, the 
doctor pulled off his ring being de- 
fired ſo to do by ſome of the company, 
who 
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who requeſted a fight of it. Our fa- 
cetrous Mr. Heartſeaſe, puting it on 
his own finger, carried it home with 
out its being recollected. 


Next morning Doctor Tonguzll, 
tent him the following lines. 


To mirth diſpos'd let others ſing; 
I'm alamort, have loſt my ring; 
An onyx ftone, a Cæſar's head, 
With which areverend vicar fled ; 
Perhaps he thought it a diſgrace, 
Chriſtians to wear a heathen face, 


ANSWER, 


As to the head, you call your own; 
So perfect nature ſeem'd to make it, 
That, truſt me, ſcruples I had none, 
When envy prompted me to take it: 


Since 'tis my duty and my glee, 
To pleaſe both hearers and beholders, 
J judged the ſureſt way would be, 
To put your head upon my ſhoulders. 


We 
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We think, after what we have re- 
lated of Mr. Heartſea/e, it might not 
be unpleaſing to draw a ſhort ſketch 
of his character; therefore, ſhall in- 
troduce him as a jocoſe, good ſort of 
old gentleman. His perſon might 
prejudice the reader, were I to ſay his 
features were not the moſt regular, 
though not ſuch as would give an 
alarm if introduced into a polite com- 
pany. He was of a middling ſtature, 
and had a heart capable of the fineſt 
feelings ; and, being in the prime of 
life, was a great promoter of inno- 
cent amuſement in youth. But, as 
I before obſerved, he was a ſingular 
man and wiſhed, in the conferring an 
oblization, to have it thought no 

| other of than an inſtance of the duty 
he owed to God, and his neighbours. 
Theſe are the outlines of Mr. Heart/- 


eaſe r 


| 
| 
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eaſe's character. I have introduced two 
Epitaphs, written by him, to ſhew, 
that notwithſtanding his general turn 
for mirth, he had, at proper times, 
all the gravity ſuitable to his years. 


I muſt, however, relate a merry 
ſtory of one of his lit de youthful 
flights, and which he uſed to relate 


with great ſeeming pleaſure. 


One evening a large party of friends 
being met, and true Engliſh people 
like, a general ſilence prevailed, till, 
ona ſudden, up ſtarted Mr. Heartſcaſe, 
and with an intereſting ſmile in his 
countenance, drew the attention of 
the whole company, who begged he 
would communicate his thoughts to 
them. | 


« Were 
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* Were I a cynick, (faid he) I 
ſhould refuſe a compliance with your 
requeſt; but as I retain the comforts 
of a chearful mind, I will not deny 
what you aſk.—School-boys, you 
know, may think of money, but 
cannot often touch it. 


One day, as I was walking to 
ſchool, with my companion, we ſaw 
a barrow full of moſt delicious ap- 
ples; never did fruit carry a more 
inviting appearance; we immediate- 
ly began to confer on the extent of 
our join ſtock of money, but alas! 
the whole would not purchaſe a ſin- 
gle apple.—Now, my young friends, 
what was to be done in fo diſtrefsful a 
ſituation? 


« My companion, more fearful 
than 


"2 
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than myſelf, in vain ſuggeſted every 
thing that occurred to him, but till 
was afraid to put any thing in execu- 
tion. At length, a liquoriſh mouth 
could not withſtand the temptation 
any longer, and ſliding by the fide of 
the barrow, the contents of which 
were certainly not to be paſſed by, I 
held forth my hand, as if to catch a 
fly, and, at once, forfeited all my 
pretentions to goodneſs, by catching 
up two or three of the moſt tempt- 
ing of theſe irreſiſtible apples, and 
was marching off in triumph, with 
all the unconcern of a lawlets plund- 
erer. | 


Rut obſerve, my dear little friends, 
every degree of theft has its degree of 
puniſhment. A fat butcher, who 
unfortunately ſaw me in the firſt act 
of 
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of theft, having a calf's head wrapt 
in a cloth in his hand, threw it at. 
me with the ſtrength of a Polyphe- 

mus *; I avoided it, and the head 
found its way into a puddle, and I 

ran away laughing. However I nar- 
rowly eſcaped ſuffering in my head, 
for the lightneſs of my fingers. For 
ſome time after I never approached 
a barrow without ſome apprehenſion, 
and would not walk by the fide of 


one on any account. 


From this ſtory, my young rea- 
ders, I hope, will be cautious of giv- 


* Polyphemus was the ſon of Neptune, re- 
puted to be a cruel monſter, with only one 
eye in the middle of his forehead, which, as 
hiſtorians relate, Ulyſſes, (who was famous in 


the Trojan war) deſtroyed with a firebrand. 


G ing 
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ing way to the firſt temptations to 
theft, or any other irregularity of 
conduct; ſince, in general, they have 
a tendency to the baſeſt habits, and 
the moſt alarming and fearful conſe- 
quences ; more eſpecially criminal as 
reaſon, in the early ſtages of life, is 
too weak to point out all the effects 
ſ that inevitably reſult from bad ac- 

tions.——It is the indulgence of the 

paſſions that conſtitutes vice, and the 

early reſtraint of them, that is the 
| firſt ſtep to virtue.” 


THE FAVORITES 


It may ſeem ſtrange to my readers 
and an unnatural digreſſion, after tnis 
humourous ſtory, immediately to pro- 
ceed to the recital of ſo ſerious a ſub- 
jet as an Epitaph; but the ſhort 
account 


„ 
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account we are enabled to give of Mr. 
Heartſeaſe, will excuſe us for taking 
an opportunity of introducing any 
performance of his, and the elegant 
production of Dr. Jenquille, as a 
proof of whoſe goodneſs of heart, we 
relate the following inſtance. 


Mr. Jonquille being once in com- 
pany with a ſet of gentlemen of good 
underſtanding, but who were too 
apt to take great liberties in their 
converſation, one of the company 
in particular, made very free with 
repeated oaths, calling upon God to 


witneſs the moſt infignificant aſſer- 


tions. The good divine, though 
greatly offended, heard it in filence, 
but took occaſion, every time the 
other mentioned the name of God, 
to bow his head with great devotion. 


G 2 This 
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his at laft drew the attention of the 
gentleman who gave the offence. 


Sir (fays he) I obſerve you fre- 
quently bowing ; what do you mean 
by it? '—*< Yes, fir, {replied the 
clergyman) it is this; — I have long 
uſed myſelf never to hear the facred 
name of God mentioned without 
paying this awful reſpect to it, 
which you, fir, have given me ſuch 
frequent opportunities of practiſing.” 
— The gentleman was fo ſtruck with 
the noble and delicate hint, that he 
immediately acknowledged he felt it 
convincingly, and promiſed to keep 
a ſtricter guard upon his tongue in 
future. 


Tha 
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FALL OF THE LEAF. 


BY DOCTOR FONQUILLE. 


„ RE ALL DO FADE AS A LEAF.” 
29A. LYIY. 


SEE the leaves around us falling, 
Dry and wither'd to the ground ; 

Thus to thoughtleſs mortals calling 
In a fad and ſolemn ſound. 


Sons of Adam, once in Eden, 
Blighted whence like us he fell ; 

Hear the lecture we are reading, 
Tis, alas! the truth we tell. 


Virgins much, too much, preſuming, 
On your boaſted white and red ; 

View us late, in beauty blooming, 
Number'd now among the dead, 


G3 Griping 
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Griping miſers, nightly waking, 
Sce the end of all your care ; 

Fled on wings of our own making, 
We have left our owners bare. 


Sons of honour, fed on praiſes, 
Flutt'ring high on fancy'd worth 
So the fickle air, that raiſes, 
Brings us down to parent earth. 


Learned iophs, in ſyſtems jade, 
Who tor new ones Caily call, 
eale at length, by us perſuaded, 
Ev'ry leat muſt have its tall, 


Youth, tho' now no loſſes gr:eve you, 
Gay in health, and manly grace; 

Let not cloudleſs ſkies deceive you, 
Summer gives to Autumn place, 


Venerable fire, grown hoary, 
Hither turn th' unwilling eye; 

Think amidſt your fading glory, 
Autumn tells a Winter nigh. 


G 3 Yearly 
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Yearly in our courſe returning, 
Meſſengers of ſhorteſt ſtay ; 
Thus we preach, this truth concerning, 
* Heaven and earth muſt paſs away. 


On the tree of lite eternal, 
Man, let all thy hopes be ſtaid, 
Which alone, for ever vernal, 
Bears a leat that ſhall not fade, 


The following Epitaph was writ- | 
ten by Mr. Heart/eaſe upon the death 
of Mr. Myrtle, who went to bed in 
teeming good health, and was found 


dead in the morning. 


The ſecond Epitaph he compoſed 
ſome ſhort time after. The little 
boy upon whom it was made, had 
deeply impreſſed the writer with the 
image of a child of his own, of whom 
death had deprived him many years 
fince; but as time cannot eraſe the 

; affection 
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affection of a parent, neither could it 
deprive our worthy friend of that 
melancholy ſatisfaction of caſting a 
ſigh of forrow, when he beheld the 
face of thoſe he loved no more. 
Maſter Jeſſamine was a little pupil of 
his, whoſe lots Mr. Heartſea/e great- 
ly lamented. 


« Her lie the remains 
of the late ames Myrtle, Eſq ; 
many years a reſpectable character in 
this pariſh, in whom the affectionate 
huſband and tender parent, the faith- 
ful friend and true chriſtian, were 
united to revive the amiable character 


of the true Iſraelite without guile. 


His gracious Maker, knowing what 
is beſt in man, as a ſeeming re- 
ward for a well ſpent life, called 


hun 
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him hence by the moſt gentle ſum- 
mons ; and he dropt into the ſleep 
of death, without one ſigh or 


groan. 


* Reader, paſs not this hallowed 
grave without a ſigh, for ſuch a 
loſs to mankind, when the gild- 
ed hypocrite rides triumphant, and 
pale religion fickens at the grow- 
ing form of godlineſs without 
the power of it.” 


Here lie the remains 
of Maſter Jeſſamine, 
| aged only eleven years ; 
| a promiſing boy, in whom beauty 
and innocence, good-nature, and 
| whatever is lovely, were happily 
united to form a perfect model 
of the fu ture man. 
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© The cold hand of death, envious of 
the full growth of ſuch a flower of 
perfection, nipped the rifing bud, 
ſnatched him away from his ſor- 
rowing parents ; and his gracious 
Maker claimed him as an infant 
fon of Paradiſe. 


Reader ſhed the tear of humanity, 
pauſe and reflect If fo much in- 
nocence could not ſtay the cruel 
hand of death, or preſerve this love- 
ly youth from falling a victim to 
his power, how careful ought 
we to be, leaſt we ruſh into man- 
hood unprepared for ſucha change, 
and die eternally.” 


Having finiſhed the poetical pieces 
of theſe two worthy characters, I re- 
turn to ſome farther account of my 
young friends. 
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Miſs Priſcilla Pink, like too many 
young folks, had a favourite ſervant, 
Rachael "Roſe, who, as the grew up, 
was too apt, from the real love ſhe 
had for her miſtreſs, and not con- 
ſidering any ill conſequences, to be 
continually ſounding forth her praiſes; 
this conduct of Rache/'s worked 
but too eaſily upon a young mind; 
and ſhe was induced to think her 
charms might one day prove the 
means of raiſing her to the height of 
fortune and happineſs; but Priſcilla 
had a fund of good ſenſe, and ſhe 
gave attention to Rachel Roſe; yet ſhe 
frequently checked a fault ſhe found 
gaining ground upon herſelf, and en- 
deavoured alſo to check it in her 
ſervant. 


Mr. Pink was in great trade as a 
linen- 
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linen-draper, and had acquired an 
ealy fortune: — While he was one 
day ſhewing ſome patterns to a lady, 
whom Miſs Priſcilla ſa as the was 
coming down ſtairs, the lady imme- 
diately accoſted her with that eaſy 
addreſs peculiar to women who are 


well bred. 


Mr. Pm4, with pleafure, obſerv- 
ing an attachment apparently ariting 
between Mrs. Arabella Aconite and 
his daughter; therefore begged the 
would walk in and reſt herſelf in the 
parlour; upon farther converſation, 
Mrs. Aconite recollected the had for- 
merly been acquainted with the fa- 
mily of the Pins, near her houſe in 
Devonſhire. It being now dinner 
time, and the cloth laid, Mr. Pink 
very civilly aſked Mrs. Aconite if ſhe 


would 
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would condeicend to honour his 
daughter with her company to din- 
ner; and Priſcilla joined him in her 
own good withes for that purpoſe; 
but the lady could not accept the in- 
vitation, on account of a prior en- 
gagement which ſhe could not de- 
cline; yet ſhe would not leave them 
without an abſolute promiſe that 
they ſhould both take a dinner with 
her on a day fixed. Mrs. Pink was 
gone to Mr. Jeſſaminèe s and did not 
return till the evening. She was 
pleaſed with her daughter's account 
of the party ;—they accordingly went 
together, the acquaintance grew into 
ſuch a firm friendſhip ; that as the 
lady was fingle, and had a large for- 
tune, ſhe endeavoured to prevail 


upon Priſcilla to go and live with 


her: this her father and mother could 
| H not 


— 
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not conſent to, but agreed that they 
would ſpare her to pats the chief of 
her time in ſo pleaſing a ſituation. 


Mrs. Aconite had a nephew, from 
whoſe diſpoſition ſhe formed great 
hopes in the idea he would be a com- 
fort to her in the decline of life: — 
ſhe wiſhed to ſettle him near her; 
and finding, after Miſs Pin had been 
with her ſometime, the young folks 
| ſhewed a partiality for each other's 
company, ſhe took an opportunity 
one day, when Priſcilla and ſhe were 
alone, to talk with her on the ſub- 
ject of her future proſpects in life. 
— “ I have an excellent father, (ſhe 
obſerved) who, with my mother, 
are very tender of me; they indulge - 
me in all the little amuſements pe- 
culiar to my time of life; I therefore 
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look no farther.” —* Your father 
(my dear) is advancing in years; it 
would be a comfort to him to ſee you 
ſettled.” 


Priſcilla bluſhed, ** My love (ſhe 
replied) I ſincerely regard you, and 
the leſs you have thought on the 
ſubject I mentioned, the more it 
has revolved in my meditations. I 
have no one but my nephew to leave 
my fortune to; you are not, I be- 
lieve, indifferent to each other.” 


This haſty propoſal diſconcerted 
Priſcilla, as her heart did not diſ- 
approve it ; but waited only her fa- 
ther's approbation: and as there 
could be no reaſon whatever for his 
oppoſing ſuch a connection, the Pink 

H 2 Was 
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was ſoon changed to an Honeyſuckle, 
(for that was the name of the nephew.) 


The kind aunt's death ſoon after 
caſt a gloom upon the family; who 
ljamented her loſs. She was a ſteady 
friend, and left them a large for- 
tune. Upon this event Mr. Pink 
retired from buſineſs, after having 
married his daughter ſo well. 


He took a houſe in the neighbour- 
hood, and they lived happy together, 
the one to enjoy the fruit of his honeſt 
labour, the others to partake of the 
pleaſures of ſocial life, and to ſmile at 
the comforts of many olive branches 
round their table. 


Miſs Louiſa Lily was the daughter 
of a very reſpectable gentleman in the 


law, 
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law, who had by extreme attention 
to buſineſs, and by ſtrictly honeſt 
proceeding in that line, acquired a 
fortune ſufficient to ſupport himſelf 
and family handſomely, and lay up 
wherewith to maintain the latter 
when he himſelf had laid afide the 
cares of this life. The comforts 
that remained for him on this fide 
| the grave, were wrapt up in the 
3 happineſs of his dear Love, and he 
| was ever looking for the means of 
promoting it. 


| One day a ſmart equipage ſtopt at 
his door, and out jumped a ſprightly 
youth, pleaſing in his form and 
manner, and ſet off with all the 
external ornaments of dreſs ; he re- 
queſted to ſpeak with Mr. Lily;— 
upon entering the room, the ſtranger 

| H 3 was 
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was invited to a ſeat, when he thus 
began 3 


- 


* I am not ſo happy, Sir, as to 
have the honor of your acquaintance, 
but have an affair of importance to 
communicate to you, and beg the 
favour of your attention.” —* Your 
manner of addreſs, Sir, (returned 
Mr. Lily) lays claim to it: pleaſe 
to proceed,” 


The youth, with ſome heſitation, 
replied. The happineſs of is life 
depended upon the reſul: of this viſit. 
„J am, (fays he) a young man of 
independent fortune; and, as you 
have been in buſineſs, and know the 
value of money, I flatter myſelf it 
will be no impediment to your fa- 
vourable anfwer to my requeſt. 


« Was 
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„ was lately in company, where 
I 11 ſtruck with the amiable diſ- 
polition of your daughter ; and ſhall 
be extremely happy in your appro- 
bation of me for her faithful com- 
panion through life.“ —<* Your re- 
queſt, Sir, (ſays the worthy old gen- 
tleman) is indeed a matter of im- 
portance; it 1s far from my thoughts 
to lay any reſtraint upon my daugh- 
ter's affections. If by your good 
character and ſubſequent conduct 
you can gain them, you ſhall meet 
with no oppoſition on my part ; but 
as my dear Louiſa is the comfort of 
my declining years, it will require 
my utmoſt caution to learn, that 
your offer promiſes her that hap- 
pineſs I ſo ardently wiſh ; though ſo 
ſhort a knowledge of you, Sir, obliges 
me to recommend to you, not to 


cOm- 
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communicate your ſentiments to my 
daughter till I have prepared her 
for it.” 


Narciſſus (for that was the name 
of the youth) pleaſed with his ap- 
parent ſucceſs, took a polite leave, 
and withdrew. 


Louiſa, ſtruck with the ſplendour 
of the equipage, was detained at the 
window to examine the contents of 
it; and was pleaſed with the ſtriking 
appearance our beau exhibited. Upon 


her father's acquainting her with the 


cauſe of the viſit Narciſſus had made, 
a modeſt bluſh of approbation, as 
well as of ſurpriſe, put an end to 
Mr. Lily's diſcourſe for the preſent 
on that ſubject ; while it left him 
the mom of enjoying the idea of 
ſettling 
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ſettling his daughter to his own and 
her ſatisfaction. 


After ſome time had elapſed, a 
letter, from an unknown hand, ex- 
preſſed in the warmeſt terms of 
friendſhip, came to Mr. Ly, inform- 
ing him, that the plauſible Narciſſus 
was no better than an 1ri/h fortune- 
bunter: this alarmed him much; he 
could not ſuppreſs the agitation of 
his mind upon this unexpected news, 
and the narrow eſcape of his dear 
Lowſa; who being greatly affected 
at diſcovering a change in her fa- 
ther's countenance, flew to him and 
begged him to tell her the cauſe. He 
told her the whole, notwithſtanding 
his good ſenſe ſoon enabled him to 
get the better of a paſſion formed 

too haſtily on her part. Mr. Ly 
| ATE I re- 
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reflected on himſelf for being ſur- 
priſed into a belief of the good in- 
tentions of Narciſſus, without in- 
veſtigating them ſufficiently; and 
although they could not conceive 
from whom the intelligence came, 
was perfectly ſatisfied that the in- 
tention was friendly; both himſelf 
and Louiſa joined in commending 


their unknown friend. 


But in the midſt of his embarraſſ- 
ment on this occaſion, it was diſco- 
vered, by an old ſervant that had 
lived in the family many years, and 
who was prevailed on to deliver the 
letter, that it came from a former 
humble ſuitor of Miſs Low/a's, who 
had ſome time fince paid his addreſſes 
to that lady, but who had been re- 
jected by Mr. Lily on account of the 

| ſmallneſs 
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ſmallneſs of his fortune; yet al- 
though the match had been broken 
off, a firm friendſhip ſtill ſubſiſted 
between them. By ſucceſs in buſi- 
neſs he had greatly improved his pro- 
perty, and therefore now renewed his 
addreſſes. The venerable Mr. Ly 
lived to fee them enjoy the comforts 
of the married ſtate, and cloſed the 
laſt ſcene of life with a wiſh of con- 
tinual happineſs to thoſe moſt dear 
to him. Such are the bleſſings en- 
joyed by thoſe who, at an early pe- 
riod of life, remember their Creator, 
and walk in the paths of righteouſ- 
neſs; who ſtudy to improve the in- 
nocent pleaſures of this life, and who 
are conſequently in hopes hereafter 
of enjoying a better. 


Miß 
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Mits Bet/y Blue-Bell had a fincere 
friend in her couſin Sally Sweet- Pea, 
who frequently avoided ſpeaking be- 
fore company what ſhe thought 
mighttexcite ' a ſharp anſwer, and 
thereby hid a fault, which the for- 
mer had often reaton to be vexed 


at herſelf for. 


The affection of theſe young 
friends encreaſing, Sally ſoftened the 
ſuddenneſs of Bez/y's temper. One 
day, when they were in a large com- 
pany, a young gentleman made him- 
ſelf ridiculous by his childiſh airs 
and inattentions to the company: 
and particularly fingled out Miſs 
Blue-Bell for his impertinences. 


At tea time, he placed himſelf by 
her fide, and, after having teazed 
| her 
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her with his officiouſneſs, aroſe haſt- 
ily from his ſeat to reach her a diſh 
of tea, by which means he threw it 
accidentally on her new ftlk gown, 
and totally ſpoiled it. Her irritability 
of temper was now upon the very 
point of ſhewing itſelf, when Miſs 
Sally, with a happy turn of thought 
and with the utmoſt complacency in 
her countenance, roſe up, and ap- 
proaching her: My dear Betsy 
(fays ſhe) if your tea is too ſtrong, 
give me leave to ring the bell for 
the ſervant to bring ſome water.” 
Mr. Poppy again rifing had like to 
have thrown poor Miſs Betsy down, 
who ſtood looking with deep con- 
cern upon the miſchief he had done 
to her gown, which was ſuch an 
aggravation of his former imperti- 
nence as ſcarcely to be forgiven : 
I but 
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but the happy. turn of thought of 
her amiable friend upon the former 
occaſion, had ſo fixed Betsy's atten- 
tion to her ſoft admonitions, that 
ſhe immediately addreſſed him in 
theſe words; Sir, your civility 
has doubtleſs been great, but ac- 
cept my thanks, that after having 
ſpoiled a favorite gown, you have 
not ſo far humbled me as to make 
me kiſs the ground.” 


This ſoft anſwer turned the eyes 
of the whole company upon poor 
Poppy, who, after ſome aukward 
apologies, and much confuſion, 


haſtily left the room. 


Miſs Sweet-Pea was ſo delighted 
with the uncommon prudence of 


Betſy, 


? 
* 


PP 


roine of the piece, and her favorite, 
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Berſy, that as ſoon as the left the 
company, ſhe congratulated her 
friend upon having given ſo ſtrong 
a proof of her attention to her 
advice. 


Such is the benefit, in the early 
part of life, of having a ſteady 
friend to guard againſt the fallies of 
youth, and to give a happy turn of 
thought to the little inadvertences 
of the tender and inexperienced 


mind. 


We have now given ſome ac- 
count of four of our young ladies, 
but 1t ſtill remains to purſue the he- 


Miſs Jeſamine; as it will doubt- 
leſs be pleaſing to the reader to 
I 2 learn 
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learn in what ſituation theſe young 
' friends were placed at maturer age. 


Miſs Myrtle contracted a ſtrong 
attachment for Miſs Feſſamine, whoſe 
affection was perfectly equal. 


I have before obſerved, that the 
beauty of her perſon was very at- 
tractive; her fortune was not ſo 
large as that of her friend; but that 
was no object to a young nobleman, 
whoſe fortune was immenſe. 


He had a country houſe in the 
neighbourhood :—It was ſufficient 
for him that he ſaw Jemima, —he 
loved her;—he could think of no 
other, — and fancied time would 
make no change in his affections; 

| but, 
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but, as a life of diſſipation frequent- 
ly overturns the beſt refolves,— 
ſo it turned out with this unhappy 
pair, both of whom might (from 
their natural diſpoſitions) in a more 
retired fituation, have been exam- 
ples worthy 1mitation. 


The misfortune of Femima gave 
a very ſerious turn to the amiable 
Mariana, who, having a conſider- 
able income, had frequent ſolicita- 
tions to change her condition; but 
fearing it might, from the too fre- 


quent depravity of young men of 
faſhion, be a ſtrong inducement for 
their profeſſing a regard they did 
not experience, ſhe rather choſe to 
diſencumber herſelf from being the 
ſubject of ſuch pretentions ; there- 

fore 
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fore "declined any engagement in 
the married ſtate ;—and preferred 
the ſatisfaction of diſtributing a large 
ſhare of her fortune to thoſe whom 
it had ever been her greateſt plea- 


ſure to relieve, 


Having now brought my little 


Hiſtory to a period, the Reader will 


permit me to -conclude, with the 


pleaſing hope, that the cxampies 


I have endeavoured to point ct to 


them are truly worthy imitation ; 
and, to uſe a favorite author's ex- 
preſſion — The Editor of theſe 
ſheets will have her end anſwered, 


if it inſpires a laudable emulation in 


the 
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the minds of the worthy, who may 
thereby entitle themſelves to the re- 
wards, the praiſes, and the bleſſings, 
by which Mariana's character is fo 
deſervedly diſtinguiſhed.” 225 


„ 
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AN ˙ 


TO THE 


FAVORITES or FLORA. 
THE SEQUEL. 


— 


THE author, upon looking over 
her little book, finds ſhe has 
omitted a ſeries of letters which 
were written by Mrs. Honeyſuc- 
e who is mentioned to have ſet- 
tled near her. father in the coun- 


try. 


She had found the good effect of | 


parental admonition in her child- 
hood, and being 1n a very retired 
K ſituation 


* 


— — 
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ſituation, amuſed herſelf (during 
a declining ſtate of health) with 


the idea of forming the minds of 
her Children. 


10 
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TO MR. HONEYSUCELE. 


— 

Friendſhip! Thou ſoft propitious pow r, 
Sweet regent of the ſocial hour ; 

Sublime thy joys, not underſtood, 
But by the virtuous and the good. 


When ſorrow ſwells the tempeſt high, 
Thou, a kind port, art always nigh, 
And when returning comforts riſe, 
Thou the bright ſun that gilds the ſkies. 
DR, COTTON, 


AS I cannot form to myſelf a more 
pleaſing appellation than that of my 
beloved friend, permit me to aſſure 
you I feel no ſatisfaction equal to di- 
recting this epiſtle to you under that 
title. I have ever held the union of 
hearts the moſt facred tie on earth. 
Two hands joined without it are 
held fo very flenderly, that no dura- 

K 2 bility 
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bility of union can be expected : love 
is but an empty ſound without it. 
You know my ſentiments ; the moſt 
perfect receſſes of my heart are open 
to you, and in whatever part of my 
conduct, as a woman, I may have fail- 
ed, as a wife, my wiſhes have been 
ever yours. 


I have not a doubt but your af- 
fection has been, and ſtill , fimu- 
lar to mine in this reſpect, and ſure I 
am, that the ſubject I mean to treat 
upon is grateful to your ear. Your 
children have ever been your care, 
and you will join with me in correct- 
ing”every tendency towards wrong 
actions. 


As I am more immediately with 
them, their growing years are a per- 
petual 
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petual comfort in my retirement, and 
I rejoice that is ſuch as prevents all 
ſuperfluous things from being any 


impediment to their improvement. 


If theſe letters meet with your ap- 
probation, I ſhall be doubly happy 
in having written them : they con- 
firm, I greatly hope, the intention 
of their uſe; time and opportunity of 
more properly digeſting them, wall, I 
allure myſelf, excuſe the want of ren- 
dering them more correct; and you 
who know my heart, know allo that 
were my abilities equal to the taſk, I 
would be ready to ſubſcribe with my 
pen more largely the degree of real 
regard with which I ever with to re- 
main, 

Your faithful 
And affectionate 
PRISCILLA HONEYSUCKLE. 


98 THE FAVORITES 


| 
For when our ſouls, in friendſhip join, 
We'll deem the ſocial hour divine 
Thro' ev'ry ſcene; maintain our truſt, 
Nor e'er be timid or unjuſt. 


That breaſt where honour builds his throne, 
That breaſt which virtue calls her own 

Nor int'reſt warps, nor fear appals 

When danger frowns, or lucre calls. 


No! the true friend collected ſtands, 

Fearleſs his heart, and pure his hands, 

Let int'reſt plead, let ſtorms ariſe, 

He dares be honeſt, good, and wiſe. 

DR. COTTON, 


TO MR, 
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TO MR. PINK, at 
— — 
Amidſt ſequeſtered ſhades I prize, 
The friendſhip of the good and wiſe, 
Bid Virtue, and her ſons attend ; 
Virtue, will tell you, I'm her friend; 


Tell thee I'm faithful, conſtant, kind 
And meek, and lowly, and reſign'd, 
Will fay there's no diſtinction known 
Betwixt her houſhold and my own. 
DR. COTTON. 


HON. SIR, 


THE many pleafing objects I daily 
behold, raiſe in me a with that I may 
acquit the parental duty with equal 
prudence, ſo well performed by you; 
it is with this view I have tranſmitted 
\ my thoughts to paper, and claum your 
protecting hand to fix my ſteady 
courſe, intreating your ſanction, as I 
conceive it may imprint upon their 

tender 
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tender hearts a more durable ſub- 
ſtance, when approved by one they 


are taught to reverance. 


The errors of a female pen I 
know you will caſt a ſhade upon, 

with all the candour of a father and 

a friend. Every precept of yours 

has ſunk ſo deep in my heart I can- 

not but wiſh to implant it in the 
youthful breaſts of my children ; that 

by properly grafting and pruning our 

tender plants, it may fo pleaſe our 

Great Maſter to tranſplant them into 
his garden of celeſtial ſweets, there 

to riſe, like the goodly cedars, and be 

fit objects for angels to behold. 

There, my deareſt parent, may we 

meet, and renew the ſincere affection 
we have enjoyed on earth ; full of 
this pleaſing hope let me once more 
add 
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add that no greater happineſs is 
reſerved for me, whilſt life s permit- 
ted, than to take every op portunity 
of ſabſcribing myſelf, 


Your ever dutiful 


And affectionate daughter, 


PRISCILLA HONEYSUCKLE. 


THE FAVORIT ES 


TO MRS. PINK. 


—— 


I commune with myſelf at night, 
And aſk my heart, if all be right ; 
If right! replies my faithful breaſt, 
I ſmile, and cloſe my eyes to reft. 
Z DR. COTTON. 


HON. MADAM, 


THERE is not in any inſtance I 
would ſuffer myſelf to appear negli- 
gent of that ſincere duty and affec- 
tion which I wiſh to ſhew ſo kind 
and tender a parent as you have ever 
been. Accept theſe lines as a ſmall 
tribute in return for what I have it not 
in my power to offer more than my 
thanks for; and may the fountain of 
all happineſs ſhower down upon you 
every comfort. The letters I have 
at different times been preparing for 
my children, are but a haſty per- 


formance, 
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formance, meeting with many inter- 
ruptions whilſt running them over ; 
but they are the production of ſin- 
cerity, and as ſuch will be favourably 
accepted, with their faults, by thoſe 
dear friends for whoſe peruſal they 
are intended. Some of my epiſtles are 
ſhorter than others, owing to want of 
time and the indiſpoſition of my pen 
when writing; but they are equally 
intended for the admonition of all 
my favorites which will, I am cer- 
tain, be readily ſuggeſted by you. 
Happy ſhall I be, it by, writing 
them, I may retain in their memoirs 
the love I am ſo anxious to ſecure ; 
pleaſing myſelf with the monumen- 
tal inſcription imprinted on their 
hearts, when ine ſhall ceaſe to beat. 
+ Theſe are the only trophies of honour 
I glory in on earth. The remainder 


of 


—— - — oy ro 
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my ambition lies beyond the reach of 
thought. Accept once more my 
acknowledgments of gratitude for 
all your goodneſs to me. I reſt aſſur- 
ed, it will meet its due reward, 
where our laſting comforts will 
know no end; beholding you in 
thoſe delightful regions, where you 
will join in bleſſing 


_— YE. 


P w - — — , 


Your ever dutiful 
And affectionate 
Daughter, 


PRISCILLA HOoONEYSUCKLE. 


df 


1y 
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To HARRIOT 


— — 


Sweet innocence is always ſeen 
Wich calm and comely breaſt, 


Grac'd with a pleaſing brow ſerene, 
And clad in milky veſt. 


Then by good-nature ſtill inſpir'd, 
Still ſtrive to entertain, 

Good humour always is admir'd, 
Ill nature meets diſdain. 


MY DEAR, 


IT may probably be thought that 
the mother of a large family has lit- 
tle leiſure for writing, and reafon 
may ſuggeſt, that the is inadequate 
to ſo great a taſk ; which being my 
caſe, I cannot help thinking butletters 


of advice muſt ſtrike more forcibly 


L 
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to the heart from the pen of mature 
affection, than any other mode of 
addreſs. I mean therefore to grati- 
fy my own flattering hopes, that the 
ſoft voice of nature may charm the 
tender breaſt of my young ones : and 
as your birth claims the firſt addreſs, 
to you I firſt offer my inſtruction, 
which I do with the moſt ſincere af- 
fection. Whenever half an hour can 
be allowed me, I mean to purſue the 
objects of my love, and tell them 
how ſincerly I regard their welfare; 
that when the hand which pens theſe 
lines ſhall ceaſe to move, the inten- 
tion of a heart full of regard for their 
| well-doing, may command the tear 
of gratitude, and by adhering to the 
rules of duty I mean to lay down, 
you may ever remember you had a 
mother 
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mother who bequeathed you what 
the world cannot take away, the pro- 


per means of attaining to a good 
name ; for ſuch you need not fear of 
gaining, if you aim at that degree of 
perfection ſo much, and fo ardently 
prayed for, by yeur ever 


Affectionate mother, 


PRIScILLA HONEYSUCKLE, 
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TO EDWARD Ho 
— 


Let each ſweet bird inſtructor be, 
To warn you from neglett, 

To teach you frugal induſtry, 
Which gains from all reſpett. 


Thoſe who love books all will admire, 
The idle all will ſhun; 

Let love of induſtry inſpire, 
Or you will be undone. 


MY DEAR, 


AS you are now removed far from 
me, my only conſolation is that your 
heart may liſten to the tender dictates 
of a mother's feelings. If I write to 
you from time to time, it is more 
than probable my letters may reach 
you when in the midſt of play; and 
the ſports you might be purſuing may 
make you return to them after read- 

8 


— * — — — - 
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ing my letter, cauſing you thereby 
wholly to diſregard its contents. 


This may be the caſe—ſtill I re- 
queſt do not tear it—lay it by—lock 
it up. It may one time or other direct 
you perhaps to liſten to the voice of 
nature breathing forth a mother's 
love—her anxious care for her child's 

- preſent and future conduct. Howe- 
ver trifling counſel mayappear in your 
younger part of life, remember it 1s 
not intereſt that twines your parents 
hearts with yours. Whether you 
turn out good, or ill, they are no 
ways anſwerable, after having given 
you the beſt advice, and pointed out 
the road to virtue. 


* 


L 3 | It 


110 THE FAVORITES 


If my ſubjects appear grave let 
them ſink deep—and ſhould a tear 
moiſten your cheek, remember it's a 
preſage that you have a feeling, and 
I think and hope, a good, heart. 


I will not omit any duty you ought 
to purſue, and be ſure you ſuffer no 
one to ſupplant you in your affection 
the friend that leads you to the paths 
of comfort, and means to order your 
ſteps ſo as to bring you to the ſeat of 
glory—To be beloved by the worthy 
here, and a crown with never fading 
laurels hereafter. This is the breath 
of regard and aftection, from 


Your true friend, 


And mother, 


2. - 


T0 
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TO ARABELLA H 


— — 


I. 


Deformity of heart, I call 

The worſt deformity of all ; 

Our cares to th' body are confin'd, 
Few fear obliquity of mind. 


IT. 


Why not adorn the better part, 
This 1s a nobler theme for art; 
For what is form, or what is face, 
But the ſoul's index, or its caſe. 


MY DEAR, 


ARABELLA will I flatter my- 
ſelf find in me the mother and the 
friend. As it 1s more than probable 
we ſhall paſs great part of our time 
together we may not only bind the 
the cords of love, but let friendſhip 

finiſh 
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finiſh what affection has begun, that 
as you grow up, you may place your 
confidence in your parents and dear- 
eſt friends. Be obliging to all, gain 
as many true friends as you can, but 
never by deceit. Pride yourſelf in 
doing right, filently pity thoſe that 
laugh at this opinion, and pray for 


them to think properly, modeſty is the 


greateſt ornament that can grace a 
woman ; no jewel ever ſo bright can 
equal the lovely luſtre it gives the 
female face, even the moſt beautiful 
features without it, ſoon loſe their 
charms and become diſguſting: pride 
can be no ornament even to crowned 
heads—where is the diſtinction when 
the prince and beggar fall together ? 
the grave receives them both ; there 
they claim kindred with their native 
clay. I need not repeat to you that 
confidence 


* 
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confidence is only to be placed be- 
yond the ſkies—all here below is 
ſhort-lived bliſs—but as your years 
may admit of many cheerful hours, 
I would with you to enjoy every 
comfort of life ; only remember a clear 
conſcience will greatly add to every 
happineſs this earth beſtows. Be as 
merry with your companious as you 
_ pleaſe, but ſelect only thoſe young 
perſons for your particular intimates, 
whoſe characters ſtand the cleareſt 
for honeſty, ſobriety, and religion. 
Let that be your ſtandard; remember 
it is the ſheet anchor of every bliſs, 
both here and hereafter. In your | 
prayers think of your parents. They | 
will not ceaſe to implore the Almigh- 
ty for you, that he may protect and 
guard you. Let not their hearts 
feel a pang on account of your ill 
— conduct 3 


114 THE FAVORITES 


conduct; for aſſure yourſelf no ſor- 
row can equal that of an undutiful 
child. I do not harbour a thought 
to your diſadvantage; only as you in- 
creaſe in years likewiſe increaſe as 
much as poſſible in the regard of the 
worthy ; and never doubt the love of 
your 


Affectionate mother,” 


P. H. 


10 
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TO PRISCILLA E 
— — 


Elen pleaſure acts a treach'rous part, | 
She charms the ſenſe, but ſtings the heart ; 
And when ſhe gulls us of our wealth, 

Or that ſuperior pearl, out health, 


Reſtores us nought but pains and woe, 
And drowns us in the lake below; 
But gleams of light are oft diſplay d, 
To cheer the eye, and gild the ſhade. 


Affection ſpeaks a ſofter ſtile, 

And diſappointment wears a {mile ; 
A group of virtues bloſſom near, 
Their roots improve by every tear. 


MY DEAR PRISCILLA, 


Having written to each of your 
brothers and ſiſters, I cannot omit 
addreſſing you in the ſame manner. 
It is a ſubject that raiſes in my mind 
at once both pleaſing and painful 


ideas 
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ideas—leſt my dear children ſhould 
err in going through the journey of 
life, „till let me hope Providence may 
point out to them the true road to 


happineſs. 


Yet you muſt endeavour in all 
your thoughts, words, and actions, 
as much as poſſible to make the great 
director of it your friend, which can 
only be done, by never ſuffering your- 
ſelf to be forgetful of him and his 
laws; you mult be ſenſible it is only 
by prayer this friendſhip can be at- 


tained. 


Let therefore the evening cloſe 
your daily praiſes, and uſe yourſelf 
upon every occaſion to think on God ; 
to attribute every good gift to his 
kindneſs, and every vain, or idle 
thought, 


WW · My — 
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thought, to your own neglect in not 
ufing yourſelf to a frequent applica- 
tion for his grace and favour. I will, 
for inſtance, ſuppoſe a particular fa- 
vourite of yours, ſhould adviſe you 
to do, or fay wrong—how would 
you act in ſuch a caſe. Or, if you 
liſtened to the falſe adviſer, how 
would you anſwer it to your own 
heart? For the ſure way to know 
the rectitude of your actions is to 
conſult that, and if you well conſider 
it, you will find ſomething riſe to 
check your inclination and convince 
you you are in an error. You may be 
laughed at by many for this opinion, 
but, in return, it will be the real 
ground for true ſatisfaction. You 
muſt not ſuppoſe I mean. you never 
to be cheerful—very far from it— 


M only 
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only, with that cheerfulneſs, let your 
words and actions be conſiſtant with 
decency and with your duty. True 
religion is no enemy to time paſt in 
innocent mirth; but on the other 
hand will give a double reliſh to the 
comforts of it ſince no perſon can 
be bad and happy too. Whatever I 
have omitted to adviſe you in theſe 
letters, I ſhall pray to the, author of 
all happineſs to ſupply, as may beſt 
promote your eternal happineſs.— 
Pleaſed to ſee my deareſt children 
good and happy, I may, by their at- 
tention to theſe precepts, lay myſelf 
— down in perfect caſe, that more laſt- 
ing joys may await us with thoſe 
bright angels where all is laſting 
peace and love. Receive this as my 
laſt requeſt ; and be aſſured it is * 
hourly prayer of your 
Ever een mother, 


— 
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TO G _— 
— — 


Attend my leſſons, thoughtleſs youths, 

E're long, you'll think them weighty truths; 
Prudent it were to think ſo now 

E're age has ſilver'd o'er your brow ; 


For he who at his early years, 

Has ſown in vice, ſhall reap in tears, 
If folly has poſſeſs d his prime 

Diſeaſe ſhall gather ſtrength in time. 


Poiſon ſhall rage in ev'ry vein, 

Nor penitence take out the ſtain; 

And when each hour ſhall urge his fate, 
Thought, like the doctor, comes too late. 


SO ardently, my dear boy, do I 
with you may profit by the good in- 
ſtructions you meet with at, 
that I cannot help reminding you, I 
ſeem to have leſs fear on your ac- 
count: ſtillyouth has ſo little thought, 
that it is the duty of parents to re- 
mind their young ones what they 
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ought, and what they ought nat, to 
do. Once play was the greateſt joy 
had; but riper age gives me reaſon 
to think, other things are neceſſary 
likewite.—You cannot be always 
with your improving friend—but re- 
member, you are ever in the preſence 
of that Being who is himſelf all 
goodneſs, and will bleſs thoſe good 
children who honour his name, and 
diligently ſeek him. 


Swear not—nor ſuffer a falſity to 
proceed out of your lips. 


Bad people get a habit of lying, 
and of calling names—but it is a 
practice too mean for any but the 
moſt wicked. Let me warn you in 
particular againſt ſpeaking in a free 
and diſreſpectful manner on ſacred 
ſubjects, 
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ſubjects, nor give a ſmile of approba- 
tion to thoſe witty perſons who ſearch 
even the ſcriptures for ſo bad a pur- 
poſe. The man who, to embelliſh 
his ſtory adds oaths, and tinctures 
his converſation with ſerious things 
at the ſame time, ſhould be thought 
a dangerous companion.—Be aſſured 
it will give you joy to avoid ſo bad an 
example, and carry you through life 
with more happineſs than all the 
riches in it: time will ſeparate you 
from them. 


How greatly would you affront 
any friend on earth, were you to 
ſware, or lie, to him. 


The method moſt likely to ſecure 
you from vices of this ſort, is by 
earneſtly praying for God's aiſiſt- 

M 3 ance, 
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ance, that you may never be led a- 
way by badexamples, and that hemay 
ſtrengthen you in the abhorrence of 
whatever is wrong. When you ſee 
or hear bad boys do ill, be ſorry for 
them—and keep this reflection in 


your mind, — that 20 be good is to be 
happy. 


I have now, my dear, written you 
the thoughts that are ever uppermoſt 
in my mind. — May they be imprint- 
ed on your memory, and ſtifle every 
ill word, or action, —May your mo- 
ther's ſhade, when her ſubſtance is 
no more, warn you to purſue alone 
the path that leads to glory; and 
may thoſe endleſs joys be the ultimate 
end of all her cares in his world; 
which will give her comfort here, 
and 


OF FLORA, &c. 123 


and hereafter inſure her endleſs feli- 


city. Do not forget to pray for and 
with, 


OY Your ever affectionate 


Mother, 


10 
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TO FRANCES H . 


— —— 


Come then, is happineſs thy aim ! 

Let mental joys be all thy game ; 
Repeat the ſearch and mend your pace ; 
The capture ſhall reward the chace. 


Let ev'ry minute, as it ſprings, 
Convey freſh knowledge on its wings ; 
Let ev'ry minute, as it flies, 


Record the good, as well as wiſe. 


While ſuch purſuits your thoughts engage 
In a few years you'll hve an age ; 

Go then, and fetch th' unerring rule, 
From virtue's and from wiſdom's ſchool. 


- T ſhall now direct a few lines to 
my dear girl, truſting her love for 
me will make her take as much 
pleaſure in reading as I do in writ- 
ing them My defire is to tell you 
by what means you may be rendered 


a happy 
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a happy woman, and conſequently 
reſpected by all good people. For 
thoſe who are bad, the leſs you are 
regarded by them the better—lIt is 
natural tolove thoſe wholove us—Bad 
companions, who profeſs an eſteem 
for us, may lead us into temptation.” 


Therefore when you fee a girl 
laugh at every thing you have been 
taught to reverance, aſſure yourſelf 
ſhe is not a proper acquaintance— 
avoid rudeneſs—and do not follow, 


or be led Þy her. 


Pride, I would have you beware of. 
— The ornaments of dreſs ſhould cre- 
ate no ideas of finery, or raiſe any far- 
ther delight than that of neatneſs and 
uniformity, whichare neceſſaryto ſhew 
the purity of the mind. Extreme fa- 


— 
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ſhion is odious—only ſuch a degree 
of it ſhould be followed as to exempt 


us from becoming particular. Ob- 


ſerve the eaſy manner and addreſs of 
thoſe young people moſt admired for 
their polite and genteel manners with 
out affectation, which is always laught 
at by the ſenſible part of the world. 


In your behaviour to gentlemen, be 


modeſt—but be not afraid to ſpeak 
when converſation is addreſſed to 


you. 


Endeavour to converſe with eaſe ; 
if your company are well behaved and 
have ſeen the world, they will entertain 
and conſequently improve you ; but 
if they are men of light character 
only treat them with civility, never 


permit them to think you can be 


brought 
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brought to approve of them for 
friends. 


You fee, my dear, I am writing to 
you when I ſuppoſe you arrived at 
woman's eſtate, and I the rather chuſe 
to do fo, as I would have theſe letters 
read by all, and therefore have taken 
up my pen for the purpoſe of your 


improvement. 


May you all reap advantage from 

the different leſſons I hope to incul- 

cate—May every bleſſing attend my 

dear child, and goodneſs and peace 

be her companions. Comforts hke 

theſe are moſt ardently prayed for 

by 
Your ever affectionate, 

be. - 
P. H. 
10 
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TO WILLIAM HONEYSUCELE., 
— — 


Who well improves life's ſhorteſt day, 
Will ſcarce regret its ſetting ray; 
Contented with his ſhare of light, 

Nor fear, nor wiſh, the approach of night. 


And when diſeaſe aſſaults the heart, 
When ſickneſs triumphs over art; 
Reflections on a life well paſt, 
Shall prove a cordial to the laſt, 


This med'cine ſhall the ſoul ſuſtain, 
And ſoften, or ſuſpend, her pain; 
Shall break death's tell tyrannic pow'r, 
And calm the troubl'd dying hour. 
| DR. COTTON, 


I find, my dear William, you are 
too near my heart not to tell you, that 
amongſt the reſt of your dear bro- 
thers and ſiſters, what that heart feels 
for your well-doing. I moſt heartily 
with you ſucceſsful in ſome honeſt 


| fituation 
hw 


6 
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fituation that may be a comfortable 
ſupport to you through life; and that 
you may the better be enabled to do 
ſo, make one particular friend your 
counſeller in every action: let Provi- 
dence then be that friend; in him con- 
fide ; alone conſult him every night 
and morning, that each returning day 
may fee you ſtill more at eaſe in your- 
ſelf. Were you placed near an earthly 
prince his ſmiles might honour you 
for a time, and you would think you 
were willing to live only for him; 
but can he add one moment to your 
days; can he fave you from ſickneſs? 
No. Powerful as this world makes 
the great, they, like you, will, e'erma- 
ny years are paſt, fink into the grave, 
and be, like you, forgotten. Vou cannot 
be ſeated near a throne on earth, that 
will not vanith ; but your heavenly 

N king. 
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king will never abate his luſtre, and 
he prepares a ſeat, durable as his own, 
for all that truſt in him, a ſeat that 
ſhall qpt be removed. Your applica- 
tions and petitions to him will be 
ever heard and granted, if he ſees it 
good for you; but if all your hearty 
wiſhes are not granted, remember 
troubles are often ſalutary; and the 
eye which ſees fit we ſhould, through 
ſorrow, arrive at good, defers the with- 
ed- for event to leſſen that ſorrow; 
and a reſigned faith in his promiſes, 
muſt and ought to be, the moſt pre- 
valent and laſting ſecurity we can 
reſt upon. Thoſe, whoſe inconſiderate 
youth may induce them to laugh you 
out of this opinion, are the perſons 
moſt to be pitied and avoided ; the 
rectitude of your own actions will be 


a a ſufficient recompence for the loſs of 


ſuch 


_ * 3 „ 
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ſuch pretended friends. There are 
many books to be pointed out, by 
better judges than myſelf, that will 
amuſe and even ſtrengthen you in 
this opinion; where I meet with any 
to tranſcribe that may be of uſe, I 
will not fail to let you have them, of 
which I ſhall now ſhorten this epiſ- 
tle, by aſſuring you that as I write I 
feel the powerful pleadings of a mo- 
ther's love, and moſt earneſtly pray 
that the great God, whom I worſhip, 
may bleſs and preſerve my dear chil- 
dren, planting in their tender breaſts 
thoſe good ſeeds that no canker can | 
deſtroy. Thus let me aſſure you of | 
the ſincere regard of your | 
Affectionate mother, 

P. H. 
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TO CHARLES HONEYSUCKLE., 


— — 


In wedlock when the ſexes meet, 
Friendſhip is only then complete; 

Bleſt ftate ! where ſouls each other draw 
Where love is liberty and law; 


The choiceft bleſſings found below, 
That man can wiſh, or heaven beſtow. 
Truſt me, theſe raptures are divine, 
For lovely Chloe once was mine. 


Nor tear the varniſh of my ſtile, 
Tho' poet, I'm eftrang'd to guile. 
Ah me! my faithful lips impart 
The genuine language of my heart. 


SHOULD my dear Charles ar- 
rive at an age to read a letter, he will 
find his mother has long, wich the 
anxiety of a parent, been preparing 
to communicate her thoughts to- 
Wards laying a foundation in- her 


W beloved 
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beloved young ones minds. By the 
time you are able to underſtand 
the intentions of theſe epiſtles, I 
may ceaſe to be, or age may have 
robbed me of the power, though 
the will remains. Take then, my 
child, while abilities permit me, 
the earneſt advice I ſee will be 
neceſſary to guide your youthful 
ſteps ; and when you read this, re- 
member that only an upright con- 
duct can carry you with any degree 
of comfort through life. Riches 
(ſuppole you could command 
them) would only make you for- 
get yourſelf ; therefore be ſteady, 
and unſolicitous for ſuch periſhable 
| objects, which are hurtful. Many 

have undone themſelves and brought | 
the greateſt ſorrow to their parents, 
N 3 by 
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by want of attention in this reſpect: 
and mich diſtreſs may be rehev- 
ed, by the anxious and careful in- 
duſtry of a good and ſteady ſon-- 
whereas running from one buſineſs 
to another, defeats the promiſed 
hopes. You ſee in what manner 
I have laid down my advice. In 
your worldly affairs be not extrava- 
gantly profuſe, nor mercenary, nor 
mean; be charnable to the indigent 
according to your ability, which 
| will be repaid you hereafter. De- 
| teſt the looks, the behaviour of 

bold women; look upon them as 
venemous as the bite of the adder 
| that would ſting you to death; and 
; aſſure yourſelf that only virtuous 
love, will have the power to charm. 

The vows made at that altar muſt 
| be held ſacred, for it the breach of 


them 


—— er En 


— — 
—— — — 


— 
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them is not publiſhed on earth by 
corporeal infliction, it muſt take 
place hereafter, as being in itſelf, 
more atrocious than thoſe broken 
vows for which men are doomed to 
ſuffer. The former oath was made 
at the altar of God, who 1s called 
to witnels to its atteſtation. More 
might be added on various ſubjects, 
but [ truſt the method I have laid 
down, will be ſutficient to guide you 
in the happy road to future com- 
fort. Remember it is the voice of 


love bids you rife above the world's 


ſhort cares and meet her in thoſe 
peaceful realms, where, ſhe will 
never ceaſe to pray, may be the 
centre of her joys, with the moſt 
fincere affection, ſhe ſubſcribes the 
name of mother. 


F. 
TO 
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TO HENRY. HONEYSUCKLE, 
— 


I. 


Our joys when life's ſoft ſprings we trace 
Put forth their early buds a pace, 

See the bloom loads the tender ſhoot, 
The bloom conceals the future fruit; 

Yes manhood's warm meridian ſun, 
Shall ripen what in ſpring begun. 


IL. 


Thus infant roſes, e er they blow, 
In germinating cluſters grow ; 


To burſt and bloſſom to the day. 
Bas COTTON, 


And only wait the ſummer's ray, ) 


YOUNG as my beloved Henry 
is, ſhould he be permitted to reach 
maturer years, may thoſe dear in- 
nocent looks, which he now ſweetly 


poſſeſſes, 
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poſſeſſes, continue to be the charac- 
teriſtic of his heart. May alſo 
that tint of purity, which now 
gilds the dawn of life, when man- 
hood is commenced in his heart, 
| dwell for ever there. Angels 
* are happier than men, becauſe 
they are better.” May you, [weet 
emblem of thoſe bright ſpirits, im- 
bibe that ſanctity of manners, which 
may give you the ſmile of peace, 
and make you a fit object of the 
worthy. Forget not the com- 
mandments of your God, but 
let your hand and heart fcrve him 
together. Thus wiſhes, and prays 


| your 


Affectionate mother, 


P. HONEYSUCKLE. | 


f TO G. 
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10 6 HONEYSUCKLE, 


How ſweet that ſmile unknown to every art, 

} Inſpir'd by innocence, and peace, and joy ; 

How pure the tranſports of thy guiltleſs heart, 
Which yet no fears alarm, no cares annoy. 


No airy phantoms of uncertain woe, 
The bleſſings of the preſent hour alla: 
No empty hopes, a fancied good beſtow, 
Then leave the ſoul to real grief a prey. 
: BOWDLER, 


IT would be an omiſſion I 
could not forgive myſelf, were I to 
lay down my pen before I had ex- 
erted one more effort towards the 
accompliſhment of my maternal 
mite. Oh! may the lines here in- 
{cribed give the ſame ſenſations to- 
the dear readers it at this mo- 
ment occaſions me; then will my 


hopes 
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hopes be anſwered. The dear infant 
for whom this is intended - ſhould 
he never have a perfect idea of his 
mother, yet ſhe derives the comforta- 
ble thought that her memory, in the 
epiſtles ſhe leaves behind her, may 
{till live, and be a laſting bleſſing 


to him. 


She warns him to beware of idle 
company, who by their rude mirth 
and jollity, draw upon themſelves 
the diſpleaſure of the Almighty. 
She bids him remember the Sab- 
bath 70 keep it holy; and, if poſſi- 
ble, to paſs itonly with the ſober and 
ſteady, and not with thoſe who 
will laugh at ſerious things; but 
remain firm and unſhaken in the 
cauſe of truth. 


© Then 
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Then ſhall no tears his ſoul diſtreſs, 
*+* Religion's doubt ſhall ceaſe ; | 
Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
* And all her paths are peace.” 


